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New Home for Art

Creative, exciting and steeped in history: more and more young

artists from the United States are living and working in Berlin

John von Bergen has been in Berlin for
two-and-a-half years and the city has be-
come his home. The 34-year-old New
Yorker who studied illustration came to
the city because of love. He works in a
big studio in an old factory building in
Friedrichshain, a popular eastern dis-
trict, not far from Simon Dach Strasse,
which is studded with one bar after an-
other. This is where he created his pen-
cil drawings alluding to organic forms
which he exhibited in New York, Diis-
seldorf, Cologne, Mannheim, Frankfurt
am Main and in Berlin. In fall, a show is
planned in Diisseldorf. Like Saunders
and Burin, von Bergen is able to live
from his art. That’s a reason for him to
stay “even though the economic situa-
tion in Germany is not all that rosy. But
I like the positive energy of this city. It’s
a bit like New York in the 60s or 80s.
Things are happening here at the mo-

ment.” Katja Winckler
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